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Dear Parents/Carers

As you read through the newsletter | hope that you will be struck by the variety of activity on offer within the school
and the opportunities these create for our students. | would like to thank the staff for all of their hard work this year in
helping the school to progress and make significant improvements. To be a good school you need good staff and |
am very happy with the cohort we now have. | would also like to offer my congratulations to those students who
have been involved in public examinations. We have all been impressed by how well they have applied themselves
and hope that they get their just rewards when the results arrive in August.

Finally, | would like to wish everyone a happy and enjoyable summer break.
Kieran McGrane, Principal

Allotment Groundforce Day !

If you go down to the school today you are in for a big surprise for all the
students that ever there were......were setting up an allotment, and on a
i} Saturday too!

il Saturday 8" May dawned bright and cool as 24 students, staff and families
i arrive to establish the new school allotment. The aim was to promote healthy
lifestyle and give students the opportunity to learn useful horticultural skills.
Parents are being encouraged to get involved and some students are planning
= t0 grow vegetables to sell to the school kitchen.

iLed by AGreen Fingerso Duggan and i
- L got to work. Some stained the timbers for the raised beds while some

measured and pegged out the plots. Others made pegs, assembled tools and wheel barrows. A low lying spot was earmarked for

a mini pond and Green Fingerso6 brother, AiDi gger 0 Duggan, g

Tea break. Thanks to Mrs Hinshaw for the marshmallow and drizzle cake. Mr Close Ash arrived like the cavalry just in time to stop
some cake falling into enemy hands.

A lot of turf and soil was carried down to the pond to make the embankment. Later on the ideal spot is identified for the polytunnel
and the pits were dug for the poles that will hold it up. By this time the allotment was beginning to take shape and claims were
made on the first raised beds.

Lunch time! An excellent BBQ lunch was prepared by Miss Raynes and
Mrs Mather with a small band of helpers. Tidy up time then home.

A highly productive morning was had with students Nathan Thompson,
Jordan Thirwell, Brandon Rowell, Dean Chisholm and Adam Jacobson
working flat out in their own time.

Thanks to all the staff not mentioned and their family for giving their time
and labour. Parents are welcome to visit, lend their ideas and knowledge
and to work with students on the allotment. Students wishing to take part
in setting up the allotment or in growing vegetables or plants should
speak to Mr. Smith, Mrs Fairhurst, Miss McBride or Mr. Duggan.




. Visit our website for all the up to date news from the school

www.bchs.uk.net

A day in the life of Student Performance Leader

The day in the life of an SPL begins early arriving at
school anytime between 7.30 and 7.45 depending on
how early | wake up. | arrive and go straight into my
office to log onto my computer. Whilst this is loading
up | look through my diary and check for any pre-
arranged jobs | have to do.

Once logged onto the computers | check my emails
and make a list of any new jobs | have. If | am
teaching | then go up to my classroom and set up for
my lessons for that day.

During the day | teach my science lessons as a
normal teacher would and whilst | do gain some extra
non contacts | am still a teacher first and foremost
and that is always my priority. In between lessons or
in non contacts | chase up any detentions students
have (ensuring they arrive to them on time), deal with
yellow cards (when students are sent out of lessons
for poor behaviour) and generally try to ensure my
students are doing as they should in order to get the
maximum out of their school life.

At break and dinner time | am in the Year 9 diner
ensuring students leave it in the same state they find
it. | eat my dinner with the students every day and
enjoy the banter with them.

After school | go through my emails again and make
a list of jobs for the next day (I do the same at home
before | go to bed)
and attend meetings
about students
or science depart-
ment meetings. |
usually go home by
5pm at the earliest
and often not till 6ish
and that is my life at
BCHS.

Mr J Bell, SPL for Year 9

Exam Results Arrangements Summer 2010
YEARS 9 & 10
Results can be received in  one of the following ways:

Available from 10.00am in Year 10 Dining Area on Tuesday 24
August.

Students can hand a stamped addressed envelope, which must
include their tutor group, to their Student Services Officer if they
want their results posted.

Students can wait until they return to school in September and
receive them in class.

YEARS 11,12 & 13

Available from 10.00 am in Year 10 Dining Area on the
following days:

GCE Results + Yr 12 BTEC Results - Thursday 19 August
GCSE (plus Yr 12 resits) + BTEC results -Tuesday 24 August
ADVICE DAY

Yr 11 to Yr 12 Enrolment) Wednesday 25 August

Yr 12 to Yr 13 Interviews) 9.00 am i 2.00 pm

Year 11, 12 or 13 students can hand a stamped addressed
envelope to their Student Services Officer if they want their
results posted.

The school CANNOT, under any circumstances, issue exam
results over the telephone.  Results can be issued to a
RELATIVE of the candidate providing that the relative has a note
from the candidate giving their permission and identification with
them such as driving licence, passport etc.

Kind hearted Yr8 FM students donate their
earnings for Collapsed Days

A big thank you to form group 8FM students who gave up their
takings from their enterprise events to fund the collapsed timeta-
ble days for Yr8. The money was used to buy ingredients and
juice, which was then prepared by each Year 8 tutor group ready
for their celebration on Friday afternoon. Sandwiches, sausage
rolls, dips and dippers, cakes, fruit kebabs and more were the
order of the day. The group showed a great deal of community
spirit by sharing their earnings with the year group. Well done!

Year 9 Enterprise challenge

Ten Year 9 students gained the opportunity to spend the day in the life of a stock broker when they took on four
other schools in a stock market challenge event ran by St Benet Biscops. The event involved the students buying
and selling shares in two teams of five (boys and girls teams) and the team which made the most profit at the end of
a fictitious week won. The girls struggled at first but managed to eventually make a £15,000 profit from their weeks

trading which was a good achievement.

The boys however blew everyone out of the water and made a profit of £158,000. This saw the boys beat off

everyone el se and win

t he

whole competition. Both th

absolute credit to themselves and the school. The defeated schools were St Benet Biscops, King Edwards, Coquet

Hi gh School and Ber wick

Hi gh

School The students in

Danielle Jobling, Jazmine Lister, Kirsty Geddes and Molly Orr, and for the boys team Carl Charlton, Reece
Bosomworth, Kyle Walker, Liam Gibson and Liam Besford (team captain). Well done to all and hopefully the boys
will be given the opportunity to defend their title next year.

Mr J Bell




Find us on Facebook

www.facebook.com/bedlingtonshirecommunityhighschoolofficial

Year 8 Trip to Edinburgh

On the 1st of July Year 8 students were given the opportunity to
explore Edinburgh Dungeons and Dynamic Earth. The students had
to arrive at school for 7.30 am to have more time to travel Edinburgh
before their adventure began.

We travelled via two buses including our teachers.d Mrs Kingsland,
Ms Romartinez, Mr Smith, Mr Poulter, Youth Worker Mr Allman and
our helpers. It took about 2.5 hours to arrive at the dungeons.

Everyone was excited as we entered and we all waited in
anticipation for our tour to begin. It was a tour including actors
dressed in a scary manner, all of the scenes from history of our past
including the plague and the torture chambers. There were also
attractions including a slow boat ride in the dark and a ride that
drops you 15 feet in 12 seconds. We also got to see the torture
weapons and the morgues of what it was like in those days.

Once we had been to Edinburgh Dungeons we took a short walk to
Dynamic Earth. We ate our lunch and then waited for our tour guide
to collect us. Dynamic Earth was all about how the world was
created and animals with their habitats and how they are

going extinct. We went through elevators that took us to the big
band and how land, sea, and animals were created. We also
went through marine life and arctic animals and experienced a
near real rainforest with rare plants and animals.

After our exciting day in Edinburgh we travelled to Berwick to
Mc Donal dés where we all had oy}
Mc Donal dés workers have a har (
then headed back to school after our brilliant day out!

We would like to especially thank Mrs Kingsland for a fantastic
day out and without her we would never have been able to go!

Emma Carr and Laura Roberts

Year 7 Trip to Segedunum and Nafferton Dairy Farm

On 25™ May, all of Year 7 took part in a humanities field visit to consolidate learning in
their history and geography lessons. We started off at Segedunum Roman Fort in Wall-
send, where students took the opportunity to learn from the museum and imagine what
Roman life would have been like standing in the remains of the fort and at the start of the
Roman wall. Following this the students then took the op-

portunity to meet Maximus, an army leader, who enrolled

our students as part of his Roman army, dressing them as

soldiers, teaching basic drill, attack and defence com-

mands.

In the afternoon, we then visited Nafferton Dairy farm, who
kindly provided us with a tour of the farm and the story of
milk 7 from field to bottle. This included us identifying the
nutritious areas of the field and the additional feed the cows
were given, all the way through to the milking process. All
students then took home a bottle of milk produced by the
cows they had seen. A great day was had by all.




