
 

      

     

     

     

     



 

 

 

“ 
Dear Student and Parents 
 
The time has come for you to consider the subjects you wish to study at Bedlingtonshire Community 
High School Sixth Form in 2010-11.  The range of subjects on offer is extensive and therefore it is 
important to make an informed choice.  Throughout the process we would advise you to ask 
questions and seek advice if you need further information or guidance.   
 
We would like to think all students would automatically choose Bedlingtonshire Community High 
School for their further studies however we recognise there are other places of study.  It is important 
that you have given careful consideration to the question “Is this the right place to continue my 
education?”.  There are many good reasons to choose Bedlingtonshire Community High School and 
some of these are set out in this booklet. 
 
The choice of subjects is important and so to support your decisions there are some basic Do’s  and 
Don’ts  

Do choose subjects you enjoy and find motivating 
Do choose subjects you are likely to succeed at 
Do talk to subject teachers, your parents and ‘ask questions’ 
Do try and be realistic about your ability in a subject 
Do carefully consider your plans for Higher / Further Education or Employment 

 
Don’t  choose a subject because you like the teacher you have at the moment. 
          There is no guarantee you will have that teacher next year. 
Don’t  choose a subject because your friends have chosen it. 
 

You will have a free choice  from all the subjects on offer.  This means you can select those subjects 
which you enjoy and will achieve good results in.  There are, of course, new subjects to choose from 
and therefore it is important you read the subject descriptions carefully and find out about these new 
subjects.  The majority of subjects on offer are at AS level.  Some are BTEC qualifications and these 
subjects have a greater ‘vocational’ emphasis and hence contain more coursework. 
 
Kieran McGrane 
Principal 

“ 



 

Year 12  
 
Students have a choice of 2 possible areas of 
study.  At Advanced level there are A levels 
and BTEC National qualifications to choose 
from.  The A level has the option to study the 
subject to AS level for 1 year or continue to the 
full A level in the second year.  The BTEC 
Nationals require a student to commit to 
studying the subject for 2 years.  A BTEC 
National Diploma is the equivalent of 1 A level 
in terms of UCAS points.  There are 
opportunities for students to take re-sit exams 
in English and maths if they have not reached 
‘C’ grades at GCSE. 
 
Advanced level  for those students who 
achieve 5+ A*-C grades in at least 4 subject 
areas. (pg 6-33) 
 
You have 5 potential ‘Pathways’ to choose 
from: 
 
· 4 A/S level courses 
· 3 A/S courses and Work Experience 
· 2 A/S level courses and 1 BTEC + Work 

Experience 
· 2 BTEC courses and 2 A/S courses 
· 3 BTEC courses and Work Experience 
· 4 BTEC courses 
 
Gateway level  for those students who have not 
secured 5 A*-C grades and who need to 
develop their qualifications before starting 
Advanced level studies. (pg 33-38) 
 
You have 2 potential ‘Pathways’ to choose 
from: 
· 2 BTEC First Diplomas 
· 2 BTEC First Diplomas and Work 

Experience 
· English & Maths re-sit 

 
 
 
Study & Work Experience  

 
Every student is expected to study ‘Full time’ 
and this means:- 
· At least 36 taught lessons per two weeks 
· 1 Tutor period 
· Voluntary or community service 
 
Students are given the opportunity to enhance 
their experience of the workplace and gain 
important wider skills / experience.  This will be 
a timetabled commitment each fortnight.  There 
will be opportunities as:- 
· Classroom teaching assistants 
· Learning Support Assistants 
· ICT Technical support 
· Lunch time supervisors (Main school or 

the Primary Unit) 
· Enterprise Coordinators 

WHY BCHS? 
 
School allows you to mature with teachers 
who know you well and who already 
understand your individual learning 
needs.  These teachers will keep you on 
track for success. 
Enjoy the status and privilege given to 
Sixth Formers. 
  *  Own study and social areas 
  *  Non-contact time 
  *  Leading role in school life 

 
At BCHS you are encouraged to become 
an independent learner and manage your 
own time. 
 
You have an excellent choice of courses 
and opportunities to develop key skills. 
 
BCHS prepares you to take your place in 
society through a well developed 
Guidance programme. 
 
BCHS gives you the chance to become 
involved with feeder schools and the 
wider community. 
 
BCHS offers you excellent sporting 
opportunities. 
 
BCHS offers you wide industrial and 
academic links which give opportunities 
to experience The World of Work and 
Study in Higher Education. 
 
BCHS offers you a lively Sixth Form 
Social Life. 
 
BCHS gives you a wide range of work 
experience to choose from. 



 

Your Questions 
Answered 
 
Q. Can I get paid for coming to 

 school?  

A. Yes.  The Education Maintenance 

Allowance (EMA) is awarded according 

to Parents Income.  If you qualify you 

could receive up to £30 per week paid 

directly to you as well as a termly bonus. 

Q. Where can I get more 

 information about courses?  

A. The Careers Library, Careers Officer, 

Personal Tutor, Year Leader, Course 

Leader, Other students – just ask 

someone! 

 

Q. When do my GCSE results 

arrive in school?  

A Tuesday 24 August 2010.  You can pick 

them up personally from Reception from 

10.30am until 3.00 pm or pay to have 

them posted to your house. 

 

 

 

 

Q. After Results Day when can I 

talk to teachers about 

choosing courses?  

A. Student Advice Day, Wednesday 25 

August in the Year 10 Dinning Room, 

9.00 am – 2.00 pm 

 

Q. When do I choose my work 

experience courses?  

A. After your main course timetables have 

been sorted. 

 

Q. Do I have to wear school 

uniform?  

A. We expect Sixth formers to set high 

standards by wearing smart office wear. 

 

Q. Who can join the Sixth Form?  

A. Anyone  who is really committed to 

working hard, completing course 

requirements, attending school 

regularly and punctually. 

Your Questions 
 

Use this space to note any 
questions you have for 
us... 

 



 

SamHaswell 

RachelWilliamson 

TomGibbard 

VictoriaGrant 

Being in the Sixth Form offers a wide range of 
opportunities for students to gain experience 
valuable to universities and employers.  Sixth 
Formers play a leading role in activities such 
as: 
Student Voice 
Enterprise 
Fund raising 
Outdoor activities 
Support for younger students 
 
Sixth form students act as a important role 
model for other students. 
 
Our Senior students work closely with the 
Teaching staff to support the development 
and improvement of our facilities and curricu-
lum. 
 



 

A Level & BTEC 
Qualifications 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Gateway Qualifications 
 

 

 

art 

biology 

business 

ceramics 

chemistry 

drama 

english language 

english literature 

film studies 

french 
geography 

german 

health & 
social care 

history 

Hospitality &  
Catering 

IT 

maths 

further 
maths 

music 

music  
technology 

philosophy 
& ethics 

physics 

product  
design 

psychology 

science  
applied 

health & 
social care 

i-media 

Motor vehicle 

sport 

Work skills 

sport 

extended  
project 



 

 
What is next for me after 
this course? �

 �
 AS/A Level Art & Design 
can lead to further         
opportunities to study Higher 
Education within the field of 
Art & Design. The course 
develops  confidence in 
ideas,  opinion and creativity    
required for employment 
outside of an Arts         
specialism. Possible      
careers include: 
· Media 
· Teaching 
· Management 
· Business 
· Design  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What will I learn? 
 
This course offers the opportunity for you to extend 
and broaden your experience in a wide variety of 
material areas. You will have the chance to develop 
work in:  Painting and drawing in any media;  3D 
work in any media but particularly in ceramics;  
Graphic and computer design;  Fashion design and 
making;  Textiles – machine stitchery, weaving and 
Batik;  Collage;  Photography and use of the dark 
room. Digital photography and image manipulation. 

 
AS and Advanced Level Art requires self           

discipline, creativity & enthusiasm for the subject. 
You need to use your imagination to develop ideas 
in response to the topics provided. You will be 
expected to research and collect information 
independently in the form of sketch-books,  
photographs, notes and analytical drawings.  
 
Projects will require you to work in the community, 
visit exhibitions and work in museums and        
galleries. Allocated lessons will also be devoted to 
providing key skills sessions & an    understanding of 
the context of your Art. 
 
 
 
 

 
What skills do I need? 
 
Students who do well in this subject have     typically 
achieved Grades A – C at GCSE in Art & Design or 
Creative Textiles. You will need a broad base of 
practical skills and the confidence to experiment with 
a wide variety of materials. A good understanding of 
ICT is desirable to manipulate images and carry out 
thorough research.   
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
The course is broken into 2 units for the AS course 
and for the A Level, one unit of coursework followed 
by a controlled test set by the exam board. Each unit 
is worth 25% of your overall A Level. You will be  
expected to produce a collection of materials &   
submit these in form of a portfolio. For each Unit you 
must complete an extended collection of work, or 
project, based on an idea, concept, theme or issue 
which demonstrates your ability to sustain work from 
an initial starting point to a fully realised piece/s.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 �
 �
  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What will I learn? 
 
Biology at GCE covers many of the topics covered in 
GCSE. It allows the student to explore them in more 
depth, to find out how and why things happen in the 
biological world. The how science works element of 
the course allows students to apply knowledge in to 
current scientific developments and to look at the 
evidence that led to some fundamental discoveries 
in the living world.    
 
AS- Level 
 
Unit 1  (Yr 12) Biology and disease 
Unit 2  (Yr 12) The variety of living organisms 
Unit 3  (Yr 12) Internal Assessment  
 
A-Level  
 
As AS-level PLUS : 
Unit 4 (Yr 13) Populations and environment 
Unit 5 (Yr 13) Control in cells and in organisms 
Unit 6 (Yr 13) Internal Assessment  
 
 
 

 
What skills do I need? 
 
The Biology course at A-level, while similar in some 
respects to the GCSE course, is significantly 
different in many ways. The topics covered at AS 
and A-level are at a much greater depth than those 
covered at GCSE and as a consequence the 
approach to learning these must include increased 
independent study. This will include: 
· reading around the subject both prior to and 

after the lesson. 
· researching given topics. 
· being able to manage your time. 

 
Entry requirements are open to negotiation with 
individual students once final GCSE results are 
known, but as a general rule: 
· for students wishing to take only  the Yr 12 AS-

 level course, grade C (or better) in GCSE 
 Science AND grade C (or better) in GCSE 
 Additional Science are expected 

· for students intending to take the full 2 
 year A-level course, grade Bs (or better) in 
 both GCSE courses are advisable. 

 
 
 

How is the course graded?  
 
Units 1, 2, 4 & 6 by Examination Paper 
Units 3 & 6 by Internal Investigation and 
Practical Skills Assessment 
 �
 �
  
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
Students who study this 
course may go onto work 
or study in a  wide range 
of specialised areas such 
as: 
· Medicine 
· Dentistry 
· Molecular Biology  
· Cell Biology 
· Biochemistry 
· Pharmacy 
· Drug Development 
· Forensic Science 
· Lab Technician 
 
As well as using Biology 
as an A-level to study for 
a non-science degree   



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma 
 
What will I learn? �
 �
This qualification equips you with a broad 
understanding of the essential knowledge and skills 
needed to help you begin or progress in a wide    
variety of business careers. The BTEC Diploma can 
also open up further areas of study for you. 
  
The course consists of 4 compulsory core units plus 
2 specialist units. The main areas which you will 
study in the core units are: 
 

· Exploring Business Activity which looks at     
business ownership, aims, business       
structure and departments, and the           
external environment. 

· Managing the businesses resources      
including human, physical and financial   

· Marketing -  looks at the principles of              
successful marketing  

· People - looks at the importance of                 
employing the right people, of god            
communication and using information       
effectively. 

  
In addition the 2 optional units will cover a wide 
range of topics and give greater depth in certain   
areas. 
 �

 What skills do I need? �
 �
·  You will need to be motivated to work hard and 
 progress work on a steady basis.   Completing 
 6 units means that you can’t just leave work 
 until later in the course.�
·  You will need good written communication 
 skills as much of the assessment will be of 
 your  written work���You will need to be        
 organ ised and able to research information 
 independently.�
 �
 
 
How is the course graded? �
 �
The course is graded as a pass, merit or  distinction.�
You will study 6 units and each of these units will be 
assessed by an internally assessed piece of    
coursework. On each piece there will be a number of 
pass, merit and distinction criteria. To get a pass you 
will need to achieve each of the pass criteria and so 
on. In turn you will need to pass each of the 6 units 
in order to pass the course.�
 �
 �
  
 

 
What is next for me after 
this course? �

 �
With the international           
recognition of courses such 
as this, you can progress 
straight into employment. If 
successful there are a      
variety of potential careers 
that you can explore, all of 
which will benefit from your 
studies, for example          
facilities manager, legal        
secretary or housing officer.�
 �
Also since the BTEC        
Diploma has the   
equivalence of 1 A level, it is     
possible for you to progress 
further into higher education. 
The course carries UCAS 
points just like an A level 
and is ideal for progression 
onto another business      
related course. However 
business combines well with 
a wide range of other        
subjects so it is ideal if you 
want to combine this with 
another specialism (e.g. 
business and a language).�
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 What will I learn?  
 
This course is for those students who particularly 
enjoy working in three dimensions in clay and glaze.  
You will explore relevant images, artefacts and 
resources relating to ceramics from the past 
including European and non-European examples.  
This will be integral to the investigating and making 
process. 
 
All aspects of the construction and building 
processes will be covered including, coiling, slab-
work, moulding slipware and throwing.  
Underpinning all this will be sketchbooks, workbooks 
and journals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What skills do I need? 
 
Students who do well in this subject have typically 
achieved Grades A – C at GCSE in Art & Design or 
Creative Textiles. You will need a broad base of 
practical skills and the confidence to experiment with 
a wide variety of materials. A good understanding of 
ICT is essential to manipulate images and carry out 
thorough research.   
 
You will be expected to research and collect 
information independently in the form of 
sketchbooks, photographs, notes and analytical 
drawing.  You will need to be able to manage your 
time well and make full use of the facilities both 
during free periods and after school.  Projects will 
require you to visit exhibitions and art galleries. 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
The course is broken into 2 units for the AS course 
and for the A Level, one unit of coursework followed 
by a controlled test set by the exam board. Each unit 
is worth 25% of your overall A Level. You will be 
expected to produce a collection of materials & 
submit these in form of a portfolio. For each Unit you 
must complete an extended collection of work, or 
project, based on an idea, concept, theme or issue 
which demonstrates your ability to sustain work from 
an initial starting point to a fully realised piece/s.  
  
  
 

 
What is next for me after 
this course? �

 �
 A qualification in Art & 
Design is recognised as 
being extremely important by 
colleges, universities and 
employers. AS/A Level Art & 
Design can lead to further 
opportunities to study Higher 
Education within the field of 
Art & Design. The course 
develops confidence in 
ideas, opinion and creativity 
required for employment 
outside of an Arts 
specialism. Possible careers 
include: 
· Media 
· Teaching 
· Management 
· Business 
· Design  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What will I learn? 
 
How do we measure atoms?  What bonding allows 
life to exist on earth?  Why does my toast burn so 
easily?  Important questions in life can be answered 
through the study of GCE Chemistry. 
 
The course builds upon the knowledge gained in 
your GCSE studies.  You will study chemical 
concepts, their development over time and their 
application to real situations.   
 
Unit 1:  Atomic structure, Trends in the Periodic 
table, Bonding, Mole calculations and Organic 
chemistry. 
Unit 2:  Energetics in reactions, Kinetics, Equilibria, 
Redox reactions, Metal extraction. 
Unit 3:  Practical Skills Assessment 
Unit 4:  Chemical kinetics, Acids & Bases, 
Nomenclature in organic chemistry, Aromatic 
chemistry, Polymers, Amines. 
Unit 5:  Thermodynamics, Redox equilibria, 
Periodicity, Transition metals, Reactions in aqueous 
solutions. 
Unit 6:  Practical Skills Assessment 
 

What skills do I need? 
 
Throughout the year you will undertake a range of 
tasks.  These will require you to:.  
 
· read around the subject both prior to and 

 after the lesson 
· research given topics 
· manage your own time 
· Work in teams 
· Solve problems 

 
Entry requirements are open to negotiation with 
individual students once final GCSE results are 
known, but as a general rule: 
· for students wishing to take only  the Yr 12 AS-

 level course, grade C (or better) in GCSE      
 Science AND Additional Science are expected 

 
· for students intending to take the full 2 year    

 A-level course, grade Bs (or better) in both 
 GCSE courses are advisable. 

 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
Two modular theory papers worth 80% of the marks 
and coursework (ISA) worth the remaining 20% in 
each of the AS-level and A2 parts of the course. 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me after 
this course? �

 �
A qualification in Chemistry 
is recognised as being     
extremely important by     
employers and universities.  
Possible careers include: 
· Medicine 
· Dentistry 
· Veterinary Science 
· Science Teaching and 

most forms of manage-
ment 



 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
 After successfully 
completing the course you 
will be able to go on to 
study at University level, or 
go to work (at a junior level) 
in the Performing Arts 
business.  Drama will also 
set you up for life in 
general, because apart 
from learning about the art 
form, drama will help you to 
develop communication 
and team building skills as 
well as a positive and 
confident self-image.  
Drama is an important tool 
in preparing you to live and 
work in a world which is 
relying on a future with 
people who have the ability 
to creatively solve 
problems.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BTEC Subsidiary Diploma 
 
What will I Learn? 
 
In year 12 students follow the Edexcel Performing 
Arts (Acting) course.  The course consists of two 
compulsory units: 
· Performing to an audience 
· Principles of acting 
 
There are a range of other units covering areas such 
as: 
· Devising Plays 
· Theatre for Children 
· Script writing 
· Drama improvisation 
· Film & TV Acting 
· The practice of Directing Theatre 
 
The course will give you an understanding of the 
performing arts with a focus upon the essential skills, 
techniques and disciplines of the acting profession. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What skills do I need? 
 
BTEC First drama is an advantage but not 
absolutely necessary to commence the course. You 
do need to be committed to the course and to be 
prepared to rehearse out of class time and to go on 
at least one theatre visit with the class. 
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
Each unit is assessed through practical and written 
coursework.  Each unit  is graded at either Pass, 
Merit or Distinction standard and awarded a number 
of points.  The overall points are then calculated to 
arrive at the final grade. 
 
 
 
  
  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What will I learn? 
 
English Language in the Sixth Form is very different 
from GCSE though many skills learnt at this level are 
very useful.  The aims of the course are:  to increase 
awareness of the kind of language that surrounds us 
in both written and spoken form;  to develop your 
written English for a variety of audiences and 
purposes;  to closely analyse written and spoken 
language. 
 
 
What skills do I need? 
 
The ability to form a personal response to what you 
read and hear;  a willingness to join in group and 
class discussion;  self discipline to maintain good 
study habits;  enjoy personal reading; a willingness 
to do research and background reading;  
commitment and enthusiasm!  
 
Students who do well in English Language typically 
have A*-B GCSE grades in English Literature and 
Language 
 
 

 
How is the course graded? 
 
AS Level  
 
Categorising Texts-  This unit covers the 
introductory aspects of the study of language, using 
a variety of texts for the basis of this study. 
In addition, it focuses on three specific social 
contexts: 
· Language and Gender�
· Language and Power�

Language and Technology 
 
Creating Texts-  This unit is coursework. In this unit 
candidates are encouraged to develop their own 
writing and editorial skills, producing writing in 
different genres and for different audiences and 
purposes. 
Internally assessed. 
 
A2 Level  
 
Developing Language- This unit builds on the 
knowledge and skills developed in AS studies, as 
well as having an additional focus on two new 
specific areas of language study: 
· Child Language Acquisition�
Language Change�

 
Investigating Language- This unit is coursework. In 
this unit candidates apply their knowledge of 
linguistic methods and concepts acquired over the 
course to two pieces of coursework: 
��� Investigation�
2.   Informative media text� 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
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What will I learn  
 
The aims of the course are:  to encourage an 
appreciation of a wide variety of writing; to help you 
to reflect on your reading and your opinions and 
ideas; to build on the skills learnt at GCSE. 
 

What skills do I need? 
 
You will have to read at least twelve texts  so a 
disciplined and independent approach to English 
Literature will be essential. 
The desire to read books outside of lessons which 
are not part of the exam;  enjoy forming opinions and 
ideas on characters, plot and structure of written 
texts;  be willing to join in group and class 
discussion; commitment and enthusiasm! 
Students who do well in English Literature typically 
have A*- B GCSE grades in English Language and 
Literature. 

 
 
 

How is the course graded? 
 
COURSE CONTENT  
 
Unit 1:  Aspects of Narrative – detailed study of 
two  novels (Austen, Dickens, McEwan, Hosseini 
etc) and two  poets (Tennyson, Keats, Browning, 
Rossetti etc) 

 
Unit 2:  Dramatic Genres – study of two plays (at 
least one will be Shakespeare). 
Coursework: 2 pieces of 1,500 words each. 
 
Unit 3:  Texts and Genres – detailed study of a 
minimum of three  texts (Waugh, Milton, 
Shakespeare, Blake, Bronte etc) 

 
Unit 4:  Further and Independent Reading –  two  
detailed assignments one comparative piece of 2000 
words and one critical application of 1500 words.  
  
  
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �
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What will I learn? 
 

Skills: Analysis of moving image, how to 
construct a film narrative. 

Knowledge: The history of film types and genres, 
the components of moving image and 
specialist media terminology. 

Understanding: How films are constructed, why 
filmmakers choose to film what they do and 
how audiences react to film. 

 
 
What skills do I need? 
 

To be an independent thinker and reader. 
To be able to research and make organised 

notes 
To be ICT literate and skilled in the use of 

publisher, word and photoshop 
To have a keen interest in film beyond 

mainstream cinema 
To have a strong creative streak 
“Students who do well in this subject have 

typically achieved a Grade B or above at 
GCSE English or Media”  

 
How is the course graded?  
 
· Unit 1: Internal Assessment:  
 

Exploring Film Form  
One analysis of how the micro aspects of a chosen 
extract from a film of candidate's choice produce 
meanings and responses (1500 words). 

One creative project based on a film sequence 
or short film. 

 
 
· Unit 2: External Assessment:  
 

British and American Film  
 
Three questions, one from each section: 

Section A : Response to stimulus material set by 
Awarding Body based on producers and 
audiences of film  

Section B:  Topics in British Film  
Section C : US Film - Comparative study of two 

films  
 
· Unit 3: Internal Assessment:  
 

Film Research and Creative Projects  
A small-scale research project  
Creative project  

 
· Unit 4: External Assessment  
 
Varieties of Film Experience: Issues and Debates  
Three questions, one from each section: 

Section A : World Cinema topics  
Section B : Spectatorship topics  

Section C : Single Film - Critical Study  
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �
�
· Journalism 
· TV production 
· Advertising 
· Public Relations 
· Publishing 
· Film production  



 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
 An A level in a modern 
language is an asset in 
virtually any career, 
especially if you hope to 
progress to higher levels.  
Remember, there are 
young people throughout 
the world with 
qualifications in all 
subjects, but who will also 
have the flexibility to work 
using more than one 
language.  They are your 
competitors in the jobs 
market. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will I 

learn? 
 
This course is designed to build on your 
achievements at GCSE and to gradually develop 
your language skills, so that you can understand and 
communicate in French on a huge variety of topics.  
These include the modern family and relationships, 
health, obsessions and addictions, the media, school 
and work.  At A2, topics include scientific and 
medical advances and their impact on society, the 
environment, social integration and exclusion, 
current political issues and the heritage and cultural 
history of the countries where French is spoken.  
You will receive a thorough grounding in grammar to 
help you create your own language accurately. 
 
You will greatly increase your ability to express your 
ideas and opinions in French with accuracy and 
confidence, and you will add an international 
dimension to your CV, which is something many 
future employers and higher education providers 
look for.  You will learn many skills which are useful 
in a wide range of careers, such as the ability to 
communicate clearly, being confident about 
speaking in public and making presentations and 
using problem-solving strategies.  You will create 
greater opportunities for yourself to travel or work 
abroad, or to work for companies in the UK with 
international links.   
 
 

 
What skills do I need? 
 
People who have previously taken A levels in 

French have achieved a good grade at GCSE 
– grade C +, having taken some Higher Tier 
papers. 

You need to enjoy speaking and be willing to ‘have 
a go’. 

You need to be organised and committed to doing 
regular amounts of work, as languages are 
best learnt gradually.  You will need to do 
background reading and private study. 

 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
AS Unit 1 Speaking.  30% AS, 15% A2. A role play, 

which is followed by a discussion on a topic of 
your choice. 

AS Unit 2. Reading, Listening, Writing 1. 70% AS, 
35% A2.  

A2 Unit 3. Speaking. 15% A2. Discuss a short article 
taken from a French magazine or newspaper.   

A2 Unit 4.  Reading, Listening, Writing 2. 35% A2.   
 
  
  
 



 

What will I learn? �
 �
You will build upon knowledge gained at GCSE 
level, as well as developing knowledge of new 
topics. This will help you to understand how physical 
and human environments are linked, and how they 
interact to create effects which influence our lives on 
a daily basis. You will develop a level of 
understanding of the environment we live in and the 
causes and effects of continued global change.    
Opportunities to learn and work in a range of ways 
both inside and outside of the classroom will be 
given 
  
The course is taught in 3 sections; 
· Human Geography (AS 2 units) – At AS level  

the course covers Population, food resource 
issues.  At A2 level  it covers Globalisation of 
Industry, Migration, Political Integration & 
Separatism. 

 
· Physical Geography (AS 2 units) – At AS level  

the Rivers, Coasts.  At A2 level  it covers 
natural hazards, plate tectonics and climate 
change. 

 
 
 
 

 
What skills do I need? �
 �
You will develop many skills throughout the course 
including; 

Decision making strategies 
Observational skills 
 
 
 
How is the course graded? �
 �
All units are examined externally. Paper 1assesses 
knowledge and understanding of physical and 
human geography, this paper is worth 70% of your 
final grade. Paper 2 will assess the Geographical 
skills unit. Paper 2 is worth 30% of your final grade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is next for me 
after this course? 

 
Geography is a well 
recognised and valued 
qualification to colleges, 
universities and employers 
as it teaches many 
transferable skills as well 
as current global issues. 
Career pathways are 
therefore wide ranging, 
they include; 
·  Urban Planner 
·  Community 

 Development 
·  Cartographer 
·  Climatologist 
·  Transportation 

 management 
·  Environmental 

 Management 
·  Crisis management 
·  Environmental law 
·  Travel industry 
·  Teaching 



 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
 An A level in a modern 
language is an asset in 
virtually any career, 
especially if you hope to 
progress to higher levels.  
Remember, there are 
young people throughout 
the world with 
qualifications in all 
subjects, but who will also 
have the flexibility to work 
using more than one 
language.  They are your 
competitors in the jobs 
market. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What will I learn? 
 
This course is designed to build on your 
achievements at GCSE and to gradually develop 
your language skills, so that you can understand and 
communicate in German on a huge variety of topics.  
These include the modern family and relationships, 
health, obsessions and addictions, the media, school 
and work.  At A2, topics include scientific and 
medical advances and their impact on society, the 
environment, social integration and exclusion, 
current political issues and the heritage and cultural 
history of the countries where German is spoken.  
You will receive a thorough grounding in grammar to 
help you create your own language accurately. 
 
You will greatly increase your ability to express your 
ideas and opinions in German with accuracy and 
confidence, and you will add an international 
dimension to your CV, which is something many 
future employers and higher education providers 
look for.  You will learn many skills which are useful 
in a wide range of careers, such as the ability to 
communicate clearly, being confident about 
speaking in public and making presentations and 
using problem-solving strategies.  You will create 
greater opportunities for yourself to travel or work 
abroad, or to work for companies in the UK with 
international links.   
 

What skills do I need? 
 
People who have previously taken A levels in 
German have achieved a good grade at GCSE 
– grade C +, having taken some Higher Tier papers. 
You need to enjoy speaking in foreign 
language and be willing to ‘have a go’. 
You need to be organised and committed to doing 
regular amounts of work, as languages are best 
learnt gradually.  You will need to do background 
reading and private study. 
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 

 
AS Unit 1 Speaking.   
· Prepare a role play, which is followed by a 

discussion on a topic of your choice. 
 
AS Unit 2. Reading, Listening, Writing  
 
A2 Unit 3. Speaking. 
· Discuss a short article taken from a German 

magazine or newspaper.  
 

A2 Unit 4.  Reading, Listening, Writing.  
 
 
 
  
  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma 
 
What will I learn? 
 
This is a 2 year course working at Level 3 which is 
equivalent to 1 A Level.  The qualification equips you 
with a broad understanding of the essential 
knowledge and skills needed to help you begin or 
progress in a wide variety Health & Social Care 
professions.  
 
The course consists of 3 compulsory core units plus 
3 specialist units. The main areas which you will 
study in the core units are: 
· Effective communication in Health & Social 

Care 
· Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health & 

Social Care 
· Health, Safety and Security 

 
In addition the 3 optional units will cover a wide 
range of topics and give greater depth in certain 
areas.  These choice is extensive and may include 
include: 
· Public Health 
· Caring for children and young people 
· Health Education 
· Environmental Health��
�

�
What skills do I need?  
 
· You will need to be motivated to work hard 
progress on a steady basis. Completing 6 units 
means that you can’t just leave work until later in the 
course.�
·  You will need good written communication 
 skills  as much of the assessment will be 
 written work 
·  You will need to be organised and able to re
 search information independently. 
·  You must be willing to go outside the 
 classroom  to work in new situations and 
 environments 
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
The course is graded as a pass, merit or 
distinction. 
You will study 6 units and each of these units 
will be assessed by an internally assessed piece 
of coursework.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
With the international 
recognition of courses 
such as this, you can 
progress straight into 
employment in areas 
such as care working or 
health care assistants.  
 
Also since the BTEC 
Diploma has the 
equivalence of an A 
level, it is possible for 
you to progress further 
into higher education. 
The course carries 
UCAS points just like an 
A level and is ideal for 
progression onto another 
Health & Social care 
courses.  



 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
 History is a well 
recognised and valued 
qualification to colleges, 
universities and 
employers as it teaches 
many transferable skills. 
Career pathways are 
wide ranging and 
possible careers include; 
· Law 
· Administration 
· Media 
· Journalism 
· Research 
· Public relations 
· Museum and 

 library based work 
· Teaching.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What will I learn? 
 
AS level history is enquiry based learning, using a 
range of sources and teaching methods to develop 
knowledge and understanding of the course. 
You will be taught two units in the AS course.  
 
· Unit 1; focuses on Civil Rights in the USA and  

the development of rights for ethnic minorities.  
Individuals studied include Martin Luther King 
and Malcolm X.  The unit also covers Russia 
1881-1224, focussing upon the run up to the 
revolutions of 1905 & 1917. 

 
· Unit 2; focuses on Henry VIII, Authority, Nation 

and Religion.  It looks at Henry’s governance 
including divorce and the creation of the 
Church of England. 

 
You will analyse a wide range of source materials 
from which you will develop an opinion to allow you 
to make informed judgements about reliability of 
evidence.  
 
You will be given opportunities to improve the 
effectiveness and accuracy of your judgements and 
written work. Skills which are developed throughout 
studying history are transferable into many areas of 
daily life.   

 
What skills do I need? 
 
You will develop many skills throughout the course 
including; 
· Ability to recognise inaccuracies in a range of 

 sources 
· Express your own point of view as well as 

 recognising and critiquing other points of view 
· Interpretation and evaluation skills 
· Research skills 
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
At AS level you will sit a total of two exams – one for 
each unit. Each paper is an hour and a half long and 
worth 50% of the AS grade. Each exam paper will 
consist of essay based question answering. Your AS 
History will account for 25% of your A2 grade. At A2 
level you will sit one exam and will also be required 
to submit two essay questions as coursework.� 
 
  
  
 



 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
The course carries a 
UCAS tariff and therefore 
is suitable for those 
students wishing to enter 
University.  Courses may 
include: 
 
· Hospitality 

 Management 
· Service 

 Management 
· Travel & Tourism 
· Catering  
· International 

 Hospitality 
 
The course will also 
prepare students to enter 
the workplace in 
employment such as: 
 
· Management in 

general 
· Catering 
· Retail 
· Events 

organisation 
· Public Relations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What will I learn? 
 
The BTEC qualification offers students a practical 
based, industry relevant qualification.  Students will 
be given the opportunity to develop a wide range of 
skills and knowledge relevant the whole hospitality 
and catering industry.  There is a strong ‘practical’ 
element within the course. 
 
There are a wide variety of units which can be 
studied.  The 3 Core units are: 
 
· Exploring the Hospitality Industry 
· Principles of Customer Relations 
· Providing Customer Relations 
 
The variety of optional units enables students to 
focus upon a particular aspect of the course or a   
personal strength.  The units include:- 
 
· Food and Drink Service 
· European Food 
· Asian Food 
· Events Organisation 
· E-business in Hospitality 
· Principles of Nutrition for Healthier Food and 

Special Diets. 

 
 
What skills do I need? 
 
Students must be willing and prepared to plan, 
manage and evaluate practical activities.  There is 
an expectation that students will work with a variety 
of real businesses in order to develop skills such as: 
· Communication 
· Team Work 
· Problem Solving 
· Customer Relations 
· Food preparation skills 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
The course is assessed through coursework only.  
Each unit is graded at either Pass, Merit or 
Distinction.  The overall grade is decided through the 
accumulation of points for each unit. 
There are opportunities for students to re-visit their 
work in order to develop and improve the grades 
awarded. 
 
 
  
  
 



 

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma 
 
What will I learn  
 
The BTEC Diploma provide students with high 
quality, industry-relevant qualifications. They are 
vocationally-related qualifications that provide 
valuable opportunities for you to develop skills and 
gain knowledge and understanding which will 
support your entry into work or progression to further 
studies through Further Education or Higher 
Education.  
 
The course offers 3 potential ‘routes’ 

1.  Creative IT 
This course will suit students with an interest in 
gaining and using IT skills creatively. Over two 
years, students will study 6 units: a mixture of core 
units that will cover the basics of Computer Systems 
and skills needed in the IT workplace as well as 
specific units on the subjects of Web Development, 
Game Development and Media Development.  
 

2.  Technical IT 
This course will suit students with an interest in 
future employment in the IT sector, perhaps as a 
technician or working in IT technical support. Over 
two years, students will study 6 units: a mixture of 
core units that will cover the basics of Computer 
Systems and skills needed in the IT workplace as 
well as specific units on the subjects of hardware 
and software support and configuration.  
 

3.  Programming 
This route allows students to achieve the equivalent 
to two A-Levels and must be taken alongside either 
Creative IT or Hands-On IT as a double option. You 
would be unable to choose the Programming route 
as a single option.  This route will introduce the 
student to software programming and development, 
building applications from scratch in a variety of 
programming languages. Moreover, students will 
gain the skills needed to build effective user 
interfaces. Over 2 years, 6 units would be studied 
that would demonstrate different programming 
techniques and languages and the construction of 
practical projects.  
 
 
What skills do I need? 
 
 This course builds on the knowledge and skills you 
will have obtained whilst studying the BTEC First 
Certificate in Years 10 and 11. Students who do well 
in this subject have typically achieved a PASS 
Grade at BTEC Level 2. 

 
How is the course graded? 
 
In the first year, each unit is equally weighted and 
contributes one third of the total marks for the 
qualification. The 2 core units and 4 optional units 
combined make up the equivalent of a single A2 
qualification.  
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
Employment  
 
With the international 
recognition of BTEC 
courses such as this, you 
could progress straight 
into employment. If 
successful there are a 
wide variety of potential 
careers that you can 
explore, within sectors 
such as the growing 
computer games 
industry, software 
development, technical 
support, technical sales, 
telecommunications and 
hardware engineering. 
Jobs that are commonly 
taken after completion of 
the qualification are: IT 
product developer, 
computer games 
designer and systems 
analyst. 
 
The BTEC Diploma for IT 
Practitioners has the 
equivalence of 1 GCE A 
Level, and it is possible 
for you to progress 
further into higher 
education, as successful 
BTEC Diploma 
qualifications give UCAS 
points for university 
applications.� 



 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
 A-Level mathematics is a 
much sought-after 
qualification for entry to a 
wide variety of full-time 
courses in higher 
education. There are 
many areas of 
employment that see an A 
Level in mathematics as 
an important qualification. 
 
Higher education courses 
or careers that either 
require A Level 
mathematics or are 
strongly related include: 
· Medicine 
· Architecture 
· Engineering 
· Accountancy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What will I learn?  
 
You will study 4 pure modules and 2 applied 
modules. 
The pure content includes: 

Algebra and functions & Coordinate geometry 
Sequences and series & Calculus 
Exponentials and logarithms & Trigonometry 
Numerical methods & Vectors 

The applied content depends on which combination 
of modules you choose from: 

Statistics & Mechanics 
Decision mathematics 

 
You will be expected to: 
· use mathematical skills and knowledge to 

 solve problems 
· understand and demonstrate what is meant by 

 proof in mathematics 
· solve real life problems using mathematical 

 logic and argument 
 
 
 
 

 
What skills do I need?   
 
Mathematics is rather different from many other 
subjects. An essential part is the challenge of 
analysing and solving a problem and the satisfaction 
and confidence gained from achieving a ‘correct’ 
answer.  
 
Entry requirements are open to negotiation with 
individual students once final GCSE results are 
known, but as a general rule: 
· for students wishing to take only  the Yr 12 AS-

 level course, grade C (or better) in GCSE 
 Maths is expected 

· for students intending to take the full 2 year A
 level course, a grade B (or better) is advisable 

 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
At AS Level you take 3 modules and for a full A 
Level you will take a further 3 modules. Each module 
is tested by a written examination. All units are 
equally weighted. 
 
 
  
  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What will I learn  
 
You will study 2 Further Maths modules, FP1 and 
FP2, as well as 4 further applied modules the choice 
of which depends on what you have already 
selected at A-Level. 
The Further Maths modules content includes: 
· Complex numbers & Coordinate systems 
· Series, include finite, Maclaurin and Taylor & 

Matrix Algebra 
· Numerical solutions of equations & Proof by 

mathematical induction 
 
The applied content depends on which combination 
of modules you choose from: 
· Statistics & Mechanics 
· Decision mathematics 
 
You will be expected to: 
· use mathematical skills and knowledge to 

 solve problems 
· understand and demonstrate what is meant by 

 proof in mathematics 
· solve real life problems using mathematical 

 logic and argument 

 
What skills do I need?  
 
Mathematics is rather different from many other 
subjects. An essential part is the challenge of 
analysing and solving a problem and the satisfaction 
and confidence gained from achieving a ‘correct’ 
answer.  
 
Entry requirements are open to negotiation with 
individual students once final GCSE results are 
known, but as a general rule: 
· for students wishing to take only  the Yr 12 AS-

 level course, grade C (or better) in GCSE 
 Maths is expected 

 
· for students intending to take the full 2 year A

 level course, a grade B (or better) is advisable 
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
For A Level Further Mathematics you will take an 
extra 6 modules. Each module is tested by a written 
examination. All units are equally weighted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
Like A-Level Mathematics 
the Further Mathematics 
course is a sought-after 
qualification for entry to a 
wide variety of full-time 
courses in higher educa-
tion.  Higher education 
courses or careers that 
require A Level Further 
mathematics are similar to 
that mentioned on the A 
Level Mathematics option 
details  



 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
 This course can lead on 
to university degrees or 
HND/foundation degrees 
in both music and music 
technology. It is also a 
very good qualification for 
anyone who wishes to 
pursue careers in 
composition, performance. 
It is also a useful asset for 
those considering music 
industry roles such as A 
and R or promotion.   

 
What will I learn? 
 
This course is designed to give you experiences in 
the three main musical disciplines of performing, 
composing, and listening.  
 
 You will develop your playing skills as a soloist and/
or as a member of an ensemble, performing music 
of your choice. You will develop compositional 
techniques that you will apply in your own 
composition. You will also be given the opportunity 
to develop your analytical skills, through focusing on 
listening to music and understanding how it works. 
 
You will gain knowledge of good performance 
techniques and how to work effectively within an 
ensemble. To support your composition work, you 
will learn about the theory of music from scales to 
chord construction. You will also develop a greater 
knowledge about different genres of music through 
listening and analysing. 
You will gain an understanding of how harmony 
knowledge and practical skills combine to create a 
well rounded musician.   

 
What skills do I need? 
 

Most people who take this course generally have 
completed BTEC Music in Years 10 and 11 
achieving a Pass grade.  
 
You should be able to play at least one 
instrument. 

 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
40% of the course is externally examined, whilst 
60% of the course is coursework based. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 



 

 
 
What will I learn  

 
You will study the use of recording equipment and 
software and develop skills in using this equipment 
to record and manipulate sound. You will develop 
skiling in mixing and producing music and in the 
creation of music using technology. You will also 
have access to our brand new state of the art 
recording studio and professional standard 
equipment to develop your skills with.  
 
You will gain knowledge of various microphones, 
recording and sound production/mixing equipment 
as well as techniques for their use and the use of 
midi and music software. You will also develop 
knowledge of music creation/manipulation through a 
digital medium and composing using specialist 
software used by professionals in the industry. In 
addition to this you will study the techniques used by 
the professionals in the industry through studying 
their work.  
 
 

You will gain an understanding of how technology 
can be an effective tool for musicians and how music 
can be explored through more than instrumental 
performance and classical theory. You will gain an 
understanding of the physical aspects of sound and 
its effective production, recording and live mixing.  
 
 
What skills do I need? 
 
Most people who take this course generally have 
completed BTEC Music in yr 10 and 11 achieving a 
Pass grade. You will find good ICT and maths skills 
helpful too as the course uses both heavily. 
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
70% externally assessed coursework and a 30% 
examination  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
This course can lead 
on to university 
degrees or HND/
foundation degrees in 
both music and music 
technology. It is also a 
very good qualification 
for anyone who wishes 
to pursue careers in 
composition, live 
sound music 
production, record 
producing, backing 
track arrangement or 
media.   



 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
 A qualification in 
Philosophy and Ethics is 
recognised by colleges, 
universities and 
employers. It 
demonstrates your ability 
to think independently and 
as part of a team. 
Philosophy and Ethics 
also shows your ability to 
communicate clearly, 
whether this is verbally, 
written or using ICT for 
presentations. 
 
Possible careers include: 
· Law  (Including 

Police)                                                        
· Journalism 
· Most forms of 

management 
including Personnel 
(Human Resources) 

· Teaching 
· Armed Forces  

 
 
What will I learn  
 
You will study a wide range of philosophical ideas as 
stated by Aristotle, Aquinas, Kant and other key 
philosophers. You will study a variety of themes and 
texts to develop your knowledge and understanding 
of relationships between your areas of study and 
human experiences.  You will analyse a variety of 
case studies from which you will develop an opinion 
so that you can make informed judgements and you 
will develop presentational skills using different 
formats. 
 
You will be given opportunities to improve the 
effectiveness and accuracy of your written work and 
you will debate controversial issues formally and 
informally. All of these skills are needed in everyday 
life and can be transferred to any situation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What skills do I need? 
 

Communication 
Team building 
Independent research 
Interpretation and evaluation 
 
 
 

How is the course graded? 
 
There are two units at AS level and a further two 
units at A2 level. Each unit is exam based. Each 
exam is 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 



 

What will I learn? 
 
By the end of the course you will have learnt 
about..... 
· Unit 1 (Yr 12) : fundamental particles, 

radiation, em radiation, quantum phenomena, 
current electricity. 

· Unit 2 (Yr 12) : mechanics, materials, waves. 
· Unit 4 (Yr 13) : further mechanics, gravitation, 

electric fields, capacitance, magnetic fields. 
· Unit 5 (Yr 13) : radioactivity, nuclear energy, 

thermal physics, discovery of the electron, 
wave-particle duality, special relativity. 

 
Skills, knowledge and understanding – by the end of 
the course you will be able to..... 
· use theories, models and ideas to develop and 

 modify explanations 
· use knowledge and understanding to pose 

 your own scientific questions, use appropriate 
 methods, including ICT, to answer scientific 
 questions and solve scientific problems 

· carry out experimental and investigative    
 activities in a range of contexts 

· analyse and interpret data 
· evaluate methods, evidence and data and be 

 able to resolve conflicting evidence 
· consider ethical issues in the treatment of 

 humans, other organisms and the 
 environment. 

What skills do I need ? 
 
The Physics course at A level, while similar in some 
respects to the GCSE course, is significantly 
different in may ways. The topics covered at AS and 
A level are at a much greater depth than those 
covered at GCSE and as a consequence the 
approach to learning these must include increased 
independent study.  
This will include: 
· reading around the subject both prior to and 

 after the lesson. 
· researching given topics. 
· being able to manage your time. 
 
Entry requirements are open to negotiation with 
individual students once final GCSE results are 
known, but as a general rule: 

for students wishing to take only  the Yr 12 AS-
level course, grade C (or better) in GCSE 
Science AND grade C (or better) in GCSE 
Additional Science are expected. 

for students intending to take the full 2 year A-
level course, grade Bs (or better) in both 
GCSE courses are advisable. 

given the highly Mathematical nature of these 
courses, a grade B (or better) in GCSE 
Mathematics is advisable. 

 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
Unit 1 & 2 by exam 
Unit 3 is a practical assessment carried out in school 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
A Physics A-Level allows 
you to access traditional 
Science degree courses 
such as: 
· Medicine 
· Dentistry 
· Veterinary Science 
· Astronomy 
· Engineering  - 

Aviation, Civil, 
Electrical and 
Mechanical 

 
Due to the fact that an         
A-Level in Physics 
demonstrates the ability to 
think logically and to 
process large amounts of 
information it is also 
welcome in most degree 
courses and careers, from 
Law and Journalism to 
Archaeology and 
Architecture. 



 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
This pathway would be 
suitable, following  a 
University qualification, for 
students considering a 
career in:  
· Foundation degree 

in design 
· Fashion marketing 

or Fashion design 
· Textile design or 

manufacture 
· Teaching� 

 
What will I learn? 
 
In the AS units you will learn about: 
· Introductory basic skills unit including use of 

CAD/CAM to design and make an exclusive 
product. 

· Materials & Components through investigative 
work  

· Major coursework which involves designing 
using inspiration. 

· Fabric finishes and surface decoration  
· Industrial and commercial practice, 

manufacturing systems, ICT application, 
pattern drafting, product manufacture and 
environmental concerns  

· Development of design, design in practice, 
communication methods and design in the 
human context.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

In the A2 units you will learn about: 
· Major coursework which involves design ing 

 using inspiration. 
· Testing and comparing the relative merits 

 of fabrics in relation to their intended use  
· Manipulating and combining fabrics  
· Major developments in textiles technology  
· Product life cycle and fashion cycles  
· Design in the human context  
· Industrial and commercial practice, fabric 

 manufacture and product manufacture.  
 
 
 
What skills do I need ? 
 
In all of the units you will be expected to 
demonstrate a number of skills ranging from 
presentations to small group work.   
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
At AS each unit is assessed by examination (50% / 
25% of A level) and coursework (50% / 25% of A 
level).  At A2 there is an exam (25%) and 60 hours 
of coursework (25%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 



 

 
 
 
 
What will I learn? 
 
You will develop knowledge and understanding of 
concepts, theories and studies in relation to 
psychology 
 
You will be given the opportunity to develop your 
skills of analysis and evaluation and develop 
knowledge of ethical issues associated with these 
areas of psychology. 
 
You will be given the opportunity to undertake 
practical research activities involving collection, 
analysis and interpretation of qualitative and 
quantitative data. 
 
 
 
 

The course will involve you studying:- 
Cognitive Psychology,  
Developmental Psychology, 
Biological Psychology,  
Social Psychology,  
Individual Differences  
Research Methods. 

 
 
 
What skills do I need? 
 
Students who do well in this subject have typically 
achieved at least a Grade C at GCSE in English, 
Maths and Science. 
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
Each unit is worth 50% of the total AS marks, and 
25% of the total A2 marks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
Psychology will support 
you in a wide range of 
higher education 
courses. Your 
Psychology qualification 
will be useful in careers 
such as: 
· Advertising 
· Teacher 
· Sports Coach 
· Social worker 
· Forensic 
· Psychologist 
· Nurse  



 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
A qualification in Science 
is recognised as being          
extremely important by         
employers and universi-
ties. 
 
Possible careers include: 
· Laboratory techni-

cian 
· School technician 
· Dental technician 
· Veterinary nurse 
· Nurse 
· Midwifery  

BTEC Subsidiary Diploma 
 
What will I learn? 
 

The BTEC Diploma provides students with high 
quality, industry-relevant qualifications. They are 
vocationally-related qualifications that provide 
valuable opportunities for individuals to develop 
skills and gain knowledge and understanding 
which will support entry into work or progression 
to further studies through Further Education or 
Higher Education 
 
You will participate in a number of science 
challenges throughout the 2 year course. You 
will be asked to take the role of a number of 
scientific jobs and participate in activities which 
they will do in their jobs. 
 
You will complete continuous coursework 
throughout the two years and will be given the 
opportunity to improve the accuracy of your 
written and practical work. You will gain 
presentation skills and will be given the 
opportunity to develop different kinds of 
evidence through presentations, posters, 
leaflets, postcards and written reports. 

 
What skills do I need ? 
The BTEC Diploma requires the development of a 
portfolio of evidence to show that students have met 
pass, merit or distinction criteria.  Students are 
therefore required to be organised, meet deadlines 
and complete work to the best of their ability.  This 
will include: 
· reading around the subject both prior to and 

after the lesson. 
· asking for help from the teacher whenever 

necessary. 
· researching given topics. 
· handing in homework (completed and by the 

deadline). 
· a willingness to work in a variety of ways 

outside the lesson. 
· being able to manage your time. 

 
Entry requirements are open to negotiation with 
individual students once final GCSE results are 
known, but as a general rule: 
 

Grade C or higher in GCSE Science and/or 
Additional Science  

Or 
Pass or higher at BTEC First Diploma. 

 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
Students work is graded pass, merit or distinction 
and is assessed throughout the 2 years.  The course 
is 100% coursework  
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 



 

OCR National 
 
What will I learn?  
 
This qualification is equal to one A level.  The course 
has four mandatory units of work which must be 
achieved and the remaining units of work can be 
chosen from the optional list of work. 
The mandatory units are: 
· The sports industry 
· Sport and society 
· Principles of sports coaching 
· Sport in the UK 

 
The other units are very interesting and cover a wide 
range of topics. 
You will develop your knowledge and understanding 
of sport and develop skills that are directly relevant 
to employment situations. Throughout the course 
you will develop your ability to work effectively in a 
sport context. 
 
You will be able to demonstrate knowledge of 
sporting principles and your leadership skills will 
improve and you may have the opportunity to deliver 
sports opportunities to younger students. 
 
 

What skills do I need?   
· You must have an interest in sport, be very 

 motivated and keen to develop your leadership 
 and practical skills 

· Communication skills are important as 
 assessment will  involve observation and 
 analysis work 

· If you wish to select the National Diploma 
 course then it is important that you have 
 covered a GCSE PE or BTEC Young 
 Apprentice course. 

· You must be well organised and able to work 
 independently on set tasks. 

 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
The courses are graded as a Pass, Merit or 
Distinction.  
· One point for a unit graded as a Pass 
· Two points for a unit graded as a Merit 
· Three points for a unit graded at a distinction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
With these awards you 
can progress straight 
into employment or 
Higher Education.  The 
courses carry UCAS 
points just like an A 
level so there are many 
interesting courses that 
you can study and pro-
gress into sport related 
employment  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What will I learn?  
 
The extended project is a new qualification. It has 
the value of an A2 level. 
 
It is a single piece of work, the nature of which is 
decided by the student in conjunction with their 
supervisor. The project is more concerned with what 
the students do  - the process - rather than with what 
they produce. 
 
It is about developing: 

· Critical reasoning skills 
· Project management skills 
· Academic writing skills 
· Research skills 
· Presentation skills 

 
Universities and Colleges were a major influence in 
developing the extended project. They are also 
using it in interviews and those who have done well 
with it are often looked on favourably.  This is 
because of the ‘toolkit’ of knowledge skills and 
understanding it develops. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
What skills do I need?   
 
There is a taught element to the course but the 
majority of the time is spent in independent work and 
in seminars with your supervisor. 
 
The topic that is chosen for the project can be linked 
to one of your A level choices, but it does not have 
to be. It can take a written format or can be based on 
making an artefact or delivering a production. 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
It is an A2 qualification and thus is graded from A*—
E. There is no examination. Assessment is 
conducted by the school and is moderated by the 
examination board. Assessment is based on the 
students log book which shows the process and 
thinking that went into each stage and also on a 
presentation of the project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
The course carries 
UCAS points the same 
as any other A-Level or 
BTEC qualification.  
 
The nature of the course 
makes it attractive to  
Universities and          
employers, as students 
are able to demonstrate 
academic skills with a 
high level of 
independence. 



 

 
 
BTEC Diploma 
 
What will I learn?  
 
This  subject consists of 8  units taken from a Core 
and Specialist list. 
 
The course gives an introduction to the Health & 
Social care professions.  It covers the major areas of 
health work 
 
Core 
 
· Communication  within the Health and Social 

Care Sectors 
· Individual Rights within the Health and Social 

Care Sectors 
· Individual Needs within the Health and Social 

Care Sectors 
· Ensuring Safe environments 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Specialist  
 
· Vocational Experience in a Health or Social 

 Setting 
· Cultural Diversity in Health and Social Care 
· Anatomy and Physiology for Health and  Social 

 Care 
· Human Lifespan Development 
· The impact of Diet on Health 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
All units are coursework based and assessed 
internally (externally moderated by Edexcel). 
There are no external examinations for this course.  
All units are graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

  
�

Employment 
opportunities 
 
Following completion of 
the BTEC Diploma in 
Health and Social Care, 
successful candidates 
would be able to enter 
initial employment as a 
healthcare assistant. 
 
 
 
Further vocational and 
academic qualifications 
 
The achievement of the 
BTEC Diploma has the 
equivalence of 4 GCSEs 
graded A*-C. If you 
achieve an overall pass 
grade or better in the 
BTEC First Certificate in 
Health and Social Care, it 
is possible for you to 
progress further to a 
BTEC Diploma in Health 
and Social Care  



 

 
What will I learn?  
 
The course allows students to develop their creative 
ICT skills.  iMedia is a versatile e-portfolio only 
qualification offered at Level 2.  
 
A certificate comprises three units and the diploma 
consists of five units. Both options include a 
mandatory unit and unit certification gives learners 
progressive recognition throughout the course. 
 
Unit 1 Digital Graphics 
This unit is designed to provide candidates with an 
understanding of the types and uses of digital 
graphics.  
· Explore digital images 
· Plan a digital image to a brief 
· Create and edit digital images 
 
Unit 2 Web Authoring 
This unit is designed to accredit an understanding of 
the capabilities of web authoring and the skills 
involved in building a website.   
· Explore website structure, requirements and 

capabilities of web authoring 

· Plan a website structure 
· Create and add content to a website 

 
Unit 3 Digital Animation 
Candidates will firstly develop an understanding of 
what a basic animation is and how it is produced. 
· Explore animation techniques 
· Plan a digital animation 
· Create a digital animation 

 
Unit 7 2D Game Engines 
This unit is designed to accredit basic competencies 
in using a 2D game engine to create a 2D game 
from a design brief, demonstrating the effective use 
of game elements such as sprites, objects, events 
and actions.  

�
Unit 8 Game Design 
Candidates will create a 2D game from a design 
brief. 
· Explore hardware platforms and game 

components 
· Plan the design process for a digital game 
· Design a new digital game 
 
 
 
What skills do I need? 
 
This course builds on the knowledge and skills you 
will have obtained whilst studying the BTEC First 
Certificate in Years 10 and 11. 
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
All units of work are e-portfolio. Work is marked 
online. The course is graded as Pass or Fail.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
Following completing of 
the course students 
would be able to 
progress to a Level 3 
(Advanced) course. 
 
The course prepares 
students for  entry to 
college to study IT 
related subjects.  
Students can also 
progress to employment 
in areas such as:- 
· Web Design 
· Photography 
· Graphic Design 
· Gaming 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What will I learn?  
 
Theoretical knowledge and practical skills required 
for the routine maintenance and repair of motor 
vehicles which can allow you to progress into 
employment in the motor trade or further courses. 
 
The course is made up of a range of mandatory and 
optional units which include some of the following: 
· Contribute to workplace good housekeeping 
· Health and safety 
· Maintaining positive working relationships. 
· Routine vehicle maintenance. 
· Remove and replace engine components, 

Electrical units & chassis components 
· Remove and replace transmission and 

driveline components. 
 
This is a practical course which involves lots of 
hands-on experience.  There is also some 
classroom based theory work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What skills do I need?   
 
The course will help you develop a range of skills 
including:- 
· Working as part of a team 
· Communication Skills 
· Problem solving 
 
 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
 
The candidates must complete the required units. 
Students are continually assessed on the practical 
tasks carried out during the course. 
External online tests are required for completion of 
each unit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
The City & Guilds VRQ 
level 2 is designed to 
allow you to progress 
into employment in the 
automotive sector or 
Further Education 
College. 

It will support you with 
employment in 
occupations such as:- 

· Garage mechanic 

· Engineering 

· Vehicle repair 



 

 
BTEC Diploma 
 
What will I learn?  
 
You will take part in group discussions, read and 
summarise information, give presentations, plan and 
solve problems, work co-operatively, make 
decisions, analyse performance, set targets and 
read relevant documentation. 
By the end of this course you will have a knowledge 
and understanding of a number of different areas of 
sports performance as you will study six units which 
may include: 
· Anatomy and Physiology for Sport 
· Health Safety and Injury in Sport 
· Practical Sport 
· Psychology for Sports Performance 
· Fitness for Sports Performance 
· Nutrition for Sport Performance. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What skills do I need? 
 
Students on this course should have a solid sport 
and exercise knowledge base from Key Stage 3 and 
Key Stage 4 and must be willing to explore a 
vocational route in post-16 education. Students who 
have previously done GCSE PE (E grade or above) 
typically do well on this course.  
 
Students must  have a keen interest in sporting 
activity and be willing to take part in practical and 
theory lessons on a daily basis meeting all deadlines 
for work set by the teacher.  
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
Edexcel Level 2 BTEC Diploma in Sport 
(Performance) will require candidates to successfully 
complete 6 separate units.  Students are 
continuously assessed on this course with no end of 
year exams.  Students successfully completing this 
course can are awarded the following grades: 
· Pass (equivalent to 4 C Grades at  GCSE 

 level) 
· Merit  (equivalent to 4 B Grades at  GCSE 

 level) 
· Distinction  (equivalent to 4 A Grades at 

 GCSE level). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 �
 
Students who study this 
course may go onto: 
 
· OCR National 
· Further Sports 

 Studies at College 
· Sports Degree at 

 University 
· Sports Coaching 

 or Sports 
 Development 
 work 

· Other related 
 Sports Industry 
 work 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What will I learn? �
 �
A BTEC First Certificate in Work Skills is a practical 
work based course. You will learn by completing 
projects and assignments that are based on realistic 
workplace situations, activities and demands. The 
BTEC course will introduce you to the work place 
environment, as well as developing skills that are 
desirable to any employer.�
 �
The Course has over 30 units to select from 
covering a wide range of ‘Work’ related areas.  The 
13 units you will complete during the course include: 
· Personal Skills for Leadership�
· Presentations for Work�
· Working in a team�
· Career Development�
· Running an Enterprise Activity�
· Searching for a Job�
· Applying for a Job�
· Strategies to improve interview skills�
· Planning a Leadership activity�
· Producing a product�
�
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
What skills do I need? 
 
You will develop many skills throughout the course 
including: 
· Working independently 
· Research methods and techniques 
· Written and Verbal communication skills 
· Presentation skills 
· Working effectively as part of a team 
· Planning and organisation skills 
· Time management skills 
 
 
How is the course graded? 
 
The course is made up of 13 short units and a 2 
week work placement.  All units are assessed and 
graded as Pass or Fail.  The grades are then 
combined to give you your overall outcome for the 
qualification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is next for me 
after this course? �

 
 �

A BTEC First 
Certificate prepares 
you for employment 
and provides a good 
starting point for 
further qualifications 
such as:- 
 
· BTEC Level 3 

courses in a 
range of subjects 
at school or 
college. 

· Entry into 
employment 



 


